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Welcome, and thank you
Dear United Methodist Communicators,

With this digital awards booklet, we celebrate the excellent work of United Methodist commu-
nicators through the annual Awards Program of the United Methodist Association of Communi-
cators. 

UMAC is a voluntary, professional organization designed to provide recognition, fellowship 
and vocational enrichment for professional and volunteer communicators of the church; plan, 
participate in and support training and continuing education events; develop standards and 
seek to enhance the professional quality of the work by United Methodist communicators; and 
assist in keeping members informed about developments in the communications industry and 
in promoting dialogue and discussion on technology and communication advocacy issues.

Each year, UMAC recognizes excellence in communication through an awards program, the 
United Methodist Association of Communicators Awards Contest. The contest recognizes 
excellence in print publications, digital publications, writing, internet communications, video 
production, audio, photography, visual design, publicity/advertising and media presentations.

High-quality work from United Methodist communicators across the nation is submitted to the 
contest and judged by a panel of first-rate judges. Those honored at the Awards Gala are the 
best of the best, and we applaud their fine work, as well as the strong work of the rest of the 
communicators who have entered this contest. 

Competition is fierce, and we are grateful for the excellent work of so many writers, photog-
raphers, videographers and other communications professionals who dedicate their lives and 
their work to the Lord.

In addition to the work of United Methodist communicators, we also celebrate this evening one 
other significant contribution: UMAC’s United Methodist Communicator of the Year. The Com-
municator of the Year is an active professional currently serving in a communications role who 
has made recent striking achievements in communication with broad impact, often breaking 
new ground for the church (see this year’s winner, page 30).

Please join us in celebrating the work of all of these communicators and the passion each of 
us collectively brings to communications ministry as the body of Christ.

Sincerely, 
The Executive Leadership Team of the United Methodist Association of Communicators

Executive Director—Royya James
Chairperson—Mark Doyal

Chairperson Emeritus—Art McClanahan
Vice-Chairperson—Rick Wolcott

Secretary—Jasmine Haynes
Treasurer—Andra Stevens

Leadership Development—Cathy Bruce

Membership—Carolyn Conover
Awards Coordinator—Jessica Brodie
Event Coordinator—Evelyn Warren

Webmaster—Todd Seifert
Communications—Tara Barnes
Database—Rev. Deborah Coble

Local Church School—Diane Degnan



Thanks to the 2020 Judges
The UMAC Executive Leadership Team thanks the following commu-
nications professionals who gave many hours of their talents and skills 
serving as judges of the 2020 United Methodist Association of Commu-
nicators Awards Contest:

Leon Alligood
Kay Barksdale
Chris Blount

Rodney Bowen
Dave Bradford
Kristin Brooks
Jud Burkett

Tracy Collins
Mark Forrester
Callie Goodwin

George Hohmann
Heather Hunter

Mitch Kline
Paul Ladd

Vincent Maloney
Gary McClure

Jill Meyer
Julie Miller

Brandon Tomlin
Lisa Ware



About the Awards Contest
The spirit of this competition is to recognize the achievements of 
UMAC members who played a key role in the creative process (writing, 
designing, producing, etc.). 

This year’s UMAC Awards Contest considered communication material 
completed Nov. 1, 2018, to Oct. 31, 2019.

All entries were judged on meeting their stated purpose; content; cre-
ativity; execution; and regard for target audience, using a 50-point 
scale. Awards go to first, second and third place winners of each cat-
egory in each division, with one Best of Class award given per class.

There are two divisions: 
A. Annual Conference or Local Church 
B. General Church Agency or Jurisdictional Area 

There are 10 classes with multiple categories per class: 
• Print publications
• Digital publications
• Writing
• Internet communications
• Video production
• Audio
• Photography
• Visual design
• Publicity and advertising
• Media presentations



2020 UMAC Award Winners
Listed by Class



Category A, Newsletter, General/Agency Division:

1st Place 	 Diana Durie
		  Georgia United Methodist Foundation Faith & Money Fall 2019, Summer 2019 
			   and Winter 2019 Newsletters
		  Georgia United Methodist Foundation

Category B, Newspaper, Annual Conference/Local Church Division: 

1st Place	 Heather Mistretta and Staff
		  The GNJ Relay
		  United Methodists of Greater New Jersey 

2nd Place	 Anne Marie Gerhardt and Natalie Rowe
		  Northern Illinois Conference Reporter (March, July/August, September)
		  Northern Illinois Conference

Category C, Magazine, Annual Conference/Local Church Division:

1st Place 	 Doug Peninger
		  Through Centenary Windows (July/August, September/October,  
			   November/December)
		  Centenary UMC, Winston Salem 

Class 1 Print Publications 

Best in Class 1, The Robert F. Storey Award of Excellence: 
Staff of United Methodist Communications 

The Advance Catalog

Print Publications

http://gumf.org/fullpanel/uploads/files/gumf-faith---money-fall-2019-lr.pdf
http://gumf.org/fullpanel/uploads/files/gumf-faith---money-summer-2019-lr.pdf
http://gumf.org/fullpanel/uploads/files/gumf-faith---money-winter-2019-lr.pdf
https://www.umcnic.org/media/files/Reporter/3-2019_web.pdf
https://www.umcnic.org/media/files/Reporter/July:August%202019%20Reporter.pdf
https://www.umcnic.org/media/files/Reporter/September%202019%20Reporter.pdf
https://issuu.com/cumcdoug01/docs/2019_july_august__windows?fr=sZTIxNjIyODg5NA
https://issuu.com/cumcdoug01/docs/2019_september_final?fr=sYTcxYTIyODg5NA
https://issuu.com/cumcdoug01/docs/2019_november_december_windows?fr=sMTg4ZDIyODg5NA


2nd Place 	 Fred Koenig
		  The Missouri Methodists
		  Missouri Conference

3rd Place 	 Caleb Hennington
		  The Arkansas United Methodist: June, July, August 2019
		  Arkansas Conference of the United Methodist Church

Category C, Magazine, General/Agency Division:

1st Place	 Tara Barnes, Tanya Krawciw and Debbie Smalley
		  response Magazine
		  United Methodist Women

Category D, Special Publication, Annual Conference/Local Church  
Division:

1st Place 	 Carolyn Conover and Brittney Reilly
		  The Way We Gather Makes a Difference 
		  United Methodists of Greater New Jersey 

2nd Place	 Staff
		  The Circuit Rider Souvenir Journal 2019
		  Mississippi Annual Conference

3rd Place	 Melissa McGill
		  Stories of Faith
		  Western North Carolina Conference

Category D, Special Publication, General/Agency Division:

1st Place 	 Staff
		  The Advance Catalog
		  United Methodist Communications

2nd Place 	 Staff
		  United Methodist Women Program Book 2019-2020, Let Your Light Shine, Ignited 
			   for Justice
		  United Methodist Women

3rd Place 	 Diana Durie
		  Impacting Lives Together! Georgia United Methodist Foundation 2018 
			   Annual Report 
		  Georgia United Methodist Foundation

Print Publications

https://www.moumethodist.org/missouri-methodists-issues
https://docs.arumc.org/Arkansas%20United%20Methodist/2019/
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/response
https://issuu.com/cindyclark0/docs/2019_cr_souvenir_issue_44pg_final_r?e=23606931/70388180
https://issuu.com/wncumc/docs/stories_of_faithvweb
http://s3.amazonaws.com/Website_UMCGiving/resource-files/2019_Advance_Catalog.pdf
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/program-book
http://gumf.org/fullpanel/uploads/files/gumf-2018-annual-report-lr.pdf


Class 2 Digital Publications 

Category A, eNewsletter, Annual Conference/Local Church Division

1st Place 	 Staff
		  MIfaith - June 28, August 2, August 16
		  Michigan Conference
 
2nd Place 	 Anne Marie Gerhardt
		  Northern Illinois Conference eNews - Sept. 26, Oct. 3, Oct. 24
		  Northern Illinois Conference
  
3rd Place 	 Day Davis
		  ARUMC Weekly E-News: June 19, August 1, July 25, 2019
		  Arkansas Conference of the United Methodist Church		

Category A, eNewsletter, General/Agency Division

1st Place	 Melissa Jackson, Brandy Bivens and Sharon Dean
		  The Collaborator - January, May, September
		  General Council on Finance and Administration
 
2nd Place 	 UM News Staff
		  UM News Daily Digest Feb. 23-26, 2019, General Conference Coverage
		  United Methodist News Service - File 1, File 2, File 3

Best in Class 2:
Sharon Dean, Brandy Bivens and Melissa Jackson, 

Local Church Resource Guide
General Council on Finance & Administration

Digital Publications

https://mailchi.mp/miareaumc/mifaith-june-7-2769637?e=5a4e3a8f86
https://mailchi.mp/miareaumc/mifaith-june-7-2769845?e=5a4e3a8f86
https://mailchi.mp/miareaumc/mifaith-june-7-2769933?e=5a4e3a8f86
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/NIC-Weekly-eNews---Sept--26.html?soid=1101858679078&aid=0MDAUdoz0jE
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/NIC-Weekly-eNews---Oct--3.html?soid=1101858679078&aid=UMgVtinnPXY
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/NIC-Weekly-eNews-for-Oct--24.html?soid=1101858679078&aid=hz_QzC3zz7M
https://us3.campaign-archive.com/?e=&u=20f08faef6456c2c7531ed859&id=365a7d3cfc
https://mailchi.mp/arumc/email-update-338573?e=9818844af6
https://mailchi.mp/arumc/email-update-338541?e=96438e737b
https://mailchi.mp/gcfa/jan2019collaborator
https://mailchi.mp/gcfa/may-goodies-understanding-church-finances-copyrights-and-more
https://mailchi.mp/gcfa/septembercollaborator
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/daily-digest-february-24-2019
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/daily-digest-february-25-2019
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/daily-digest-february-26-2019


Category B, Electronic Publication, Annual Conference/Local Church 
Division

1st Place	 Fred Koenig
		  The Missouri Methodists
		  Missouri Conference 
 
2nd Place 	 Derek Leek, Chris Daniel and LeeAnne Thornton
		  Connections - File1, File2, File3
		  North Carolina Conference 
 
3rd Place 	 Meagan Ewton
		  The Contact - March, June, October
		  Oklahoma

Category C, Electronic Special Publication, Annual Conference/Local 
Church Division

1st Place	 Paul Perez and Lisa Drake Collins
		  Engage MI 2019
		  Michigan Conference 
 
2nd Place 	 Staff
		  Conference Circuit: West Virginia Annual Conference Special Edition
			   Wednesday/Thursday, Friday, Saturday, Sunday
		  West Virginia Annual Conference

Category C, Electronic Special Publication, General/Agency Division

1st Place	 Sharon Dean, Brandy Bivens and Melissa Jackson
		  Local Church Resource Guide
		  General Council on Finance and Administration
  
2nd Place 	 Katie Tait, Dr. Kim Cape and Cynthia Howard
		  General Secretary Messages for Thought and Reflection - File1, File2
		  General Board of Higher Education and Ministry
	

Digital Publications

https://www.bluetoad.com/publication/?i=628875&pre=1#{%22issue_id%22:%22628875%22,%22view%22:%22contentsBrowser%22} 
 https://mailchi.mp/nccumc/59u3t4qksv-1489153
https://mailchi.mp/nccumc/59u3t4qksv-1489397
https://mailchi.mp/nccumc/59u3t4qksv-1489533
http://okumc-email.brtapp.com/files/files_library/contact+newspaper/contact+-+march+2019.pdf
https://www.okumc.org/files/files_library/contact+newspaper/contact+-+june+2019.pdf
http://okumc-email.brtapp.com/files/files_library/contact+newspaper/contact+-+october+2019.pdf
https://michiganumc.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/engagemi-book-2019-2020-1.pdf
https://www.wvumc.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/AC-Circuit-WedThurs-WEB.pdf
https://www.wvumc.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/AC-Circuit-Friday-WEB.pdf
https://www.wvumc.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/AC-Circuit-Saturday-WEB.pdf
https://www.wvumc.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/AC-Circuit-Sunday-FINAL.pdf
https://spark.adobe.com/page/vyfDjIv7vEp21/
https://t.e2ma.net/webview/nh5kgb/a3fcb5e311e0be9215290527c4b6bdf8
https://t.e2ma.net/webview/nd2vnb/d615da9bcf785efb4f18675e9ebcde18


Class 3 Writing

Best in Class 3, The Donn 
Doten Award of Excellence:

John E. Harnish
Breakin’ Up Is Hard to Do

Michigan Conference

Category A, Nonfiction Story, Annual Conference/Local Church Division

1st Place	 John E. Harnish
		  Breakin’ Up Is Hard to Do
		  Michigan Conference
  
2nd Place	 Melissa McGill
		  The Light Within You
		  Western North Carolina Conference
  
3rd Place	 Todd Seifert
(Tie)	 	 Great Plains Response Teams Bring Hope to Flooded Nebraska Towns
		  Great Plains 
 
		  Caleb Hennington
		  From the Editor: It’s OK to Not Be OK, October 2019
		  Arkansas Conference of the United Methodist Church 
 
		  Serena Acker
		  There’s Hope: A Website Apology 
		  Indiana United Methodist Conference

Writing

https://michiganumc.org/voices/2019/04/08/breakin-up-is-hard-to-do/






https://www.greatplainsumc.org/newsdetail/12779693
https://arumc.org/2019/10/its-ok-to-not-be-ok/
https://us11.campaign-archive.com/?e=&u=4e0c6658ba331eb962acedf73&id=ee8b3348e4 


Category A, Nonfiction Story, General/Agency Division

1st Place 	 Katie Tait, Donnie Reed and Cynthia Howard
		  The Five Church Performance Measures that Matter
		  General Board of Higher Education and Ministry
  
2nd Place 	 Janet M. Carrato, Pamela Garofolo and Dean Livingston
		  Mr. Hudson Benefits from Tapestries® Model of Care
		  United Methodist Communities

Category B, News Article, Annual Conference/Local Church Division 

1st Place	 Arthur McClanahan, Courtney Levin and Liz Winders
		  Hamburg Flood: Residents Find Strength Through Church, Community
 
2nd Place	 Forrest White and Madeline Pillow
		  Virginia Delegation Takes Progressive Turn
		  Virginia Conference
 
3rd Place	 Kay DeMoss
		  See the Footprint of the UMC in Flint
		  Michigan Conference

Category B, News Article, General/Agency Division 

1st Place	 Heather Hahn
		  GC2019 Maps Uncertain Way Forward 
 
2nd Place	 Katie Tait and Cynthia Howard
		  Methodist University Leaders Call for Broad Ecclesiastical Support of LGBTQ 
			   Community
		  General Board of Higher Education and Ministry
 
3rd Place	 Tara Barnes
		  General Conference 2019
		  United Methodist Women

Category C, Feature Article, Annual Conference/Local Church Division 

1st Place	 Forrest White
		  Couple Fighting for Surrogacy Rights Finds Support at Church
		  Virginia Conference

Class 3 Writing
Writing

https://www.gbhem.org/news/the-5-church-performance-measures-that-matter/
https://www.iaumc.org/newsdetail/hamburg-flood-residents-find-strength-through-church-community-12793395
https://michiganumc.org/news-stories/2019/09/11/see-the-footprint-of-umc-in-flint/?utm_source=Michigan+Area+Master+Communication+List&utm_campaign=2920b04ed5-
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/gc2019-maps-uncertain-way-forward
https://www.gbhem.org/news/methodist-university-leaders-call-for-broad-ecclesiastical-support-of-lgbtq-community/
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/news/general-conference-2019


Class 3 Writing
2nd Place	 Upper New York Communications Team
		  Three Men on a Mission 
		  Upper New York Conference
 
3rd Place	 Caleb Hennington
		  Saving History, Emmet UMC
		  Arkansas Conference of the United Methodist Church

Category C, Feature Article, General/Agency Division 

1st Place	 Heather Hahn
		  Growing the Church in West Africa 
 
2nd Place	 Tara Barnes
		  Sanctuary and Separation
		  United Methodist Women

Category D, Article Series, Annual Conference/Local Church Division 

1st Place	 David Burke
		  Nebraska Flooding Response - File1, File2
		  Great Plains 
 
2nd Place	 Sybil Davidson and Rebecca Wallace
		  Meet the Laity - File1, File2, File3, File4, File5
		  North Georgia Conference

Category D, Article Series, General/Agency Division 

1st Place	 Joey Butler, Mike DuBose and Deborah Coble
		  The Road to Recovery in West Virginia: The Church Responds to the Opioid 
			   Crisis
		  United Methodist News Service 
 
2nd Place	 Christie R. House
		  UMCOR and Native American Communities in the United States - File1, File2, 	
			   File3
		  General Board of Global Ministries 
 
3rd Place	 Katie Tait
		  The Black College Fund Summer Series - File1, File2, File3, File4, File5
		  General Board of Higher Education and Ministry

Writing

https://www.unyumc.org/news/article/three-men-n-a-mission
https://arumc.org/2019/08/saving-history/
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/growing-the-church-in-west-africa
https://www.unitedmethodistwomen.org/news/sanctuary-and-separation
https://www.greatplainsumc.org/newsdetail/wahoo-women-lead-effort-to-meet-post-flooding-needs-fremont-ready-to-rebuild-12782433
https://www.greatplainsumc.org/newsdetail/nebraska-church-reaches-out-with-supplies-shoulder-to-flooded-community-12781522
https://www.ngumc.org/newsdetail/meet-cake-queen-and-food-network-star-reva-alexander-hawk-12994159
https://www.ngumc.org/newsdetail/meet-lurma-rackley-a-true-legacy-of-the-civil-rights-movement-12933255
https://www.ngumc.org/newsdetail/meet-tv-news-anchor-jennie-montgomery-i-always-felt-like-i-had-a-voice-in-the-church-12881095
https://www.ngumc.org/newsdetail/meet-matt-westmoreland-public-servant-shaped-by-church-12855418
https://www.ngumc.org/newsdetail/meet-paul-nauert-mlb-umpire-with-deep-faith-12804971
https://www.umnews.org/en/news/the-church-responds-to-the-opioid-crisis
https://www.umcmission.org/share-our-work/news-stories/2019/july/where-have-all-the-salmon-gone
https://www.umcmission.org/share-our-work/news-stories/2019/july/umcor-supports-an-alaskan-yu-pik-community-move-with-wash-projects 
https://www.umcmission.org/share-our-work/news-stories/2019/july/umcor-supports-the-heal-it-project-for-native-american-youth 
https://www.gbhem.org/news/black-college-fund-summer-series-church-mentors-that-help-and-inspire/
https://www.gbhem.org/news/black-college-fund-summer-series-the-promise-of-unbothered-faith/
https://www.gbhem.org/news/black-college-fund-summer-series-inspiration-and-victory-in-the-midnight/
https://www.gbhem.org/news/black-college-fund-summer-series-finding-a-home-and-a-higher-purpose/
https://www.gbhem.org/news/black-college-fund-summer-series-discovering-new-purpose-after-tragedy/


Class 4 Internet Communication

Best in Class 4:
Matt Carlisle, Steve Horswill-Johnston and Staff

UMCdiscipleship.org
Discipleship Ministries 

Category A, Website, Annual Conference/Local Church Division

1st Place	 Jayna McFarland
		  Great Plains website
		  Great Plains 
 
2nd Place	 Staff
		  WVUMC.org, a Ministry of the West Virginia Conference of The United 
			   Methodist Church 
		  West Virginia Annual Conference

Category A, Website, General/Agency Division

1st Place	 Matt Carlisle, Steve Horswill-Johnston and Staff
		  UMCdiscipleship.org	
		  Discipleship Ministries 
 
2nd Place	 Brandy Bivens, Sharon Dean and Melissa Jackson
		  United Methodist Insurance Website
		  General Council on Finance and Administration

Internet Communication

https://www.greatplainsumc.org/
https://www.wvumc.org/
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/
http://www.uminsure.org/


Category B, Blog, Annual Conference/Local Church Division

1st Place	 Staff
		  Reflections
		  Mississippi Annual Conference 
 
2nd Place	 Annette Spence
		  The Call to Cook
		  Holston Conference  
 
3rd Place	 Todd Seifert
		  Multimedia Tools in Worship - File1, File2, File3, File4
		  Great Plains

Category C, Social Media Online Content, Annual Conference/Local 
Church Division

1st Place	 Chris Bradley: I Believe in the Church - File1 and File2
		  West Ohio Conference
 
2nd Place	 Great Plains Instagram
		  Great Plains 
 
3rd Place 	 Live-Tweet Coverage of Special General Conference 2019
		  Iowa 

Category C, Social Media Online Content, General/Agency Division

1st Place 	 Katie Tait
		  Memorial Day Video: The Four Chaplains
		  General Board of Higher Education and Ministry

Category D, Mobile Apps, Annual Conference/Local Church Division 

1st Place	 Jayna McFarland
		  Great Plains App - Apple and Google Play
		  Great Plains

Internet Communication

https://www.mississippi-umc.org/reflections
https://thecall2cook.com/
https://www.greatplainsumc.org/blogdetail/12807861
https://www.greatplainsumc.org/blogdetail/12807763
https://www.greatplainsumc.org/blogdetail/12807670
https://www.greatplainsumc.org/blogdetail/12807560
https://business.facebook.com/watch/?v=772460379762088
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OnTyRVY1p9U
https://www.instagram.com/greatplainsumc/
https://twitter.com/search?q=(from%3Aiowaumchurch)%20until%3A2019-02-28%20since%3A2019-02-22&src=typed_query
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=606597239848131
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/great-plains-united-methodists/id1316399232?ls=1
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.gomobileapptools.greatplainsunitedmethodists


Class 5 Video

Best in Class 5, The Hilly Hicks Award of Excellence:
Donnie Reed, Katie Tait and Cynthia Howard

Brand Video “Preparing Leaders for a Global Church”
General Board of Higher Education and Ministry

Category A, Video Production Less than $500, Annual Conference/ 
Local Church Division
 
1st Place	 Chris Daniel and Derek Leek
		  Women in Ministry
		  North Carolina Conference 
 
2nd Place	 Brent Donaway
		  The Maker’s Place Introduction Video
		  United Methodists of Greater New Jersey  
 
3rd Place	 David Stucke, Doreen Gosmire and Eric Brown
		  The Journey at Spirit Lake

Video

https://vimeo.com/335862568
https://vimeo.com/299943928
https://vimeo.com/338956047


Category A, Video Production Less than $500, General/Agency  
Division

1st Place	 Katie Tait and Donnie Reed
		  A Life Changed: André Vieira
		  General Board of Higher Education and Ministry

Category B, Video Production $500-$2,000, Annual Conference/Local 
Church Division

1st Place	 Nathan Bonnes, Julie Mirlicourtois and Brittany Holland
		  Your Ways Are Better
		  The Story Houston
 
2nd Place	 Brent Donaway 
		  Pinelands Center at Mt. Misery—Camper Experience 
		  United Methodists of Greater New Jersey  
 
3rd Place	 Doreen Gosmire and David Stucke
		  Simpson UMC Surrenders Life, Trusts in Resurrection
		  Minnesota Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church

Category C, Video Production $2,000 and Up, General/Agency  
Division

1st Place	 Donnie Reed, Katie Tait and Cynthia Howard
		  Brand Video “Preparing Leaders for a Global Church”
		  General Board of Higher Education and Ministry
 
2nd Place	 Steve Horswill-Johnston and Andrew Jensen
		  On the Brühl | A Documentary Short
		  Discipleship Ministries
 
3rd Place	 Staff, Image Revolver
		  Connections: Rich and Marion
		  United Methodist Communities

Category D, TV Ad or Promotion, Annual Conference/Local Church 
Division 

1st Place	 Eugenio Hernandez
		  Daily Devotions Sign-up Campaign
		  Great Plains 
 
2nd Place	 Brent Donaway and Dwayne Gayle
		  IGNITE Communities Promotion
		  United Methodists of Greater New Jersey

Video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fSQbIbxc530&feature=youtu.be&fbclid=IwAR1FWbcnpAl3zXiLeC463bmM_SDLMHZCOAOzkODm4tHZ1tkyqTjiaslK51g
https://vimeo.com/361916923
https://vimeo.com/341873010
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gv6sJvDF9y8
https://vimeo.com/359763191
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=al6KtOHnvt8&t=18s
https://vimeo.com/336193747
https://vimeo.com/360275700


3rd Place	 Nicholas Ruxton
		  General Conference Election Instructional Video
		  Virginia Conference

Category D, TV Ad or Promotion, General/Agency Division

1st Place	 Staff
		  Celebrating United Methodist Women’s 150th Anniversary, 2019
		  United Methodist Women
 
2nd Place	 Rae Grant 
		  Wellness Wednesday
		  United Methodist Women 
 
3rd Place	 Rae Grant and Mary Chen
		  What About Our Money?
		  United Methodist Women

Category E, Streaming, Annual Conference/Local Church Division

1st Place	 Eugenio Hernandez
		  2019 Annual Conference Livestream
		  Great Plains
 
2nd Place	 Staff
		  Livestream AC 2019
		  Dakotas Annual Conference 
 
3rd Place	 Upper New York Conference Communications Team
		  Post Special Session Gathering 
		  Upper New York Conference

Category F, Video News Story, Annual Conference/Local Church Divi-
sion 

1st Place	 Doreen Gosmire, David Stucke and Eric Brown
		  Celebrate Recovery
		  Dakotas Annual Conference 
 
2nd Place	 Eugenio Hernandez
		  Great Plains Disaster Response Nebraska Flooding 2019
		  Great Plains
  
3rd Place	 Nicholas Ruxton and Madeline Pillow
		  Circles Ashland: Breaking the Cycle of Poverty 
		  Virginia Conference
	

Video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h-WWKMFuG5s&feature=youtu.be
https://spark.adobe.com/video/zcSdyjBkPMkTj
https://spark.adobe.com/video/guCiHCJtyzXda
https://vimeo.com/showcase/6041941
https://www.dakotasumc.org/annual-conference/2019-livestream-archive
https://vimeo.com/325182563
https://vimeopro.com/dakotasumc/2019-annual-conference/video/339198643
https://vimeo.com/334504151


Class 6 Audio

Best in Class 6:
Todd Seifert

In Layman’s Terms: 
A Town’s

Resurrection Story
Great Plains

Category A, Radio Spot or Interview

No entries

Category B, Podcast or Internet Stream, Annual Conference/Local 
Church Division 

1st Place	 Todd Seifert
		  In Layman’s Terms: A Town’s Resurrection Story
		  Great Plains 
 
2nd Place	 Sybil Davidson and Bishop Sue Haupert-Johnson
(Tie)		  At the Table with Bishop Sue
		  North Georgia Conference 
 
		  Arthur McClanahan
		  General Conference 2019, Monday Report
  
3rd Place	 Emanuel Lirag and Amie Stewart
		  TODOTW Episode 11: Punk & Podcasting with Adam Baker
		  North Carolina Conference

Category B, Podcast or Internet Stream, General/Agency Division 

1st Place	 Ryan Dunn and Pierce Drake
		  The Compass Podcast: What Still Needs to Be Said about Suicide  
			   and Mental Health
		  United Methodist Communications

Audio

https://inlaymansterms.podbean.com/
https://www.ngumc.org/podcast
https://www.spreaker.com/user/iowaconferenceconversations/monday-wrap-up-final
https://cdn.transistor.fm/file/transistor/m/shows/3141/ec4c583e8cd0bbb89204716022416542.mp3
https://www.umc.org/en/content/episode-26


Class 7 Photography

Best in Class 7: 
The Donald B. Moyer 
Award of Excellence
Day Davis
Veritas 2019
Arkansas Conference of the 
United Methodist Church

Category A, Photojournalism, Annual Conference/Local Church 
Division

1st Place	 Luke Lucas
		  Joy in the Chaos
		  Alabama-West Florida Conference 
 
2nd Place	 Brandon J. Abbott
		  Young Wyandotte Dancer
		  West Ohio Conference
 
3rd Place	 Deborah Coble
		  Smoke and Ashes: The Florence Memorial Fire
		  West Virginia Annual Conference		

Photography



Photography
Category A, Photojournalism, General/Agency Division 

1st Place	 Mike DuBose and Kathy Gilbert
		  After the Cyclone, Faith Abides
		  United Methodist News Service 
 
2nd Place	 Teresa Tate
		  With You Always
		  Lake Junaluska Conference & Retreat Center

Category B, Portrait, Annual Conference/Local Church Division

1st Place	 Connie Offutt
		  Michael Romans Ordination Reflection
		  Kentucky Annual Conference 
 
2nd Place	 Cathy Bruce
		  Woman at Worship
		  Kentucky Annual Conference
 
3rd Place	 Christina Choh
		  Nancy Meredith, Board of Ordained Ministry for the ARUMC
		  Arkansas Conference of the United Methodist Church

Category C, Commercial Product or Staged Shot, Annual Conference/
Local Church Division

1st Place	 Stephen Coburn
		  Petit Jean Mountain, Arkansas
		  Arkansas Conference of the United Methodist Church

Category D, Photo Series, Annual Conference/Local Church Division

1st Place	 Day Davis
		  Veritas 2019
		  Arkansas Conference of the United Methodist Church
 
2nd Place	 Matt Brodie
		  Communicating General Conference
		  South Carolina United Methodist Conference
 
3rd Place	 Shari DeAngelo
		  2019 Ordination
		  United Methodists of Greater New Jersey 
 

https://spark.adobe.com/page/4zoEHN8lZVnsJ/
https://www.facebook.com/lakejunaluska/photos/a.224813380420/10157593751745421/?type=3&theater


Photography
Category D, Photo Series, General/Agency Division

1st Place	 Melissa Jackson, Brandy Bivens and Sharon Dean
		  UMC Support Portraits
		  General Council on Finance and Administration 
 
2nd Place	 Staff and Dennis Degnan
		  The United Methodist Communities Lifestyle
		  United Methodist Communities
 
3rd Place	 Staff
		  The Night Has Not Overcome the Day
		  Lake Junaluska Conference & Retreat Center

https://www.themountaineer.com/life/religion/sunrise-easter-service-at-lake-junaluska/collection_9b128274-65c4-11e9-842f-db1c1a39e1bd.html#1



Class 8 Visual Design

Best in 
Class 8:
David Giles 
and Sybil 
Davidson
At the Table 
with Bishop 
Sue Podcast 
Art
North 
Georgia 
Conference

Category A, Artwork, Annual Conference/Local Church Division

1st Place	 Kylie Marino
		  Ebenezer Hispanic Fellowship: Handprints of Change
		  Tennessee Conference 
 
2nd Place	 Cindy Young
		  2019 KY Annual Conference session graphic
		  Kentucky Annual Conference

Category A, Artwork, General/Agency Division

1st Place	 Dawn Scott
		  GBHEM Supports Young Clergy Discernment through Engaging  
			   Journal
		  General Board of Higher Education and Ministry

Visual Design



Category B, Print and Electronic Design, Annual Conference/Local 
Church Division

1st Place	 Christina Choh
		  Quest Banner
		  Arkansas Conference of the United Methodist Church 
 
2nd Place	 Thomas Waldren
		  Suicide Prevention Postcard
		  West Ohio Conference
 
3rd Place	 Mary Catherine Phillips, Karla Merritt and Luke Lucas
		  Email Template Upgrade
		  Alabama-West Florida Conference

Category B, Print and Electronic Design, General/Agency Division 

1st Place	 Donnie Reed, Cynthia Howard and Katie Tait
		  “Lead On. We’re With You.” Poster
		  General Board of Higher Education and Ministry
 
2nd Place	 Sharon Dean, Brandy Bivens and Melissa Jackson
		  2018 Annual Report
		  General Council on Finance and Administration
 
3rd Place	 Rae Grant 
		  Managing Anxiety: A Youth Study
		  United Methodist Women

Category C, Website Visual Design, General/Agency Division 

1st Place	 Donnie Reed, Katie Tait and Cynthia Howard
		  GBHEM.org
		  General Board of Higher Education and Ministry 
 
2nd Place	 Brandy Bivens, Sharon Dean and Melissa Jackson
		  UMC Well Website
		  General Council on Finance and Administration

Category D, Motion Graphics, Annual Conference/Local Church 
Division 

1st Place	 Doreen Gosmire, David Stucke and Gavin Wigg
(Tie)		  2019 AC Countdown Animation - File1, File2, File3
 
		  Brandon J. Abbott
		  CEE the People
		  West Ohio Conference

Visual Design

https://www.gcfa.org/media/1789/2018-annual-report-final.pdf
https://www.gbhem.org/
http://www.umcwell.org/
https://vimeopro.com/dakotasumc/2019-annual-conference/video/339252162
https://vimeopro.com/dakotasumc/2019-annual-conference/video/339252914
https://vimeopro.com/dakotasumc/2019-annual-conference/video/339252910
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0bRrvjt6Mm4&feature=youtu.be


Visual Design
2nd Place	 Brent Donaway and Edison Lee
		  Next Generation Ministries Rooted Series Motion Graphic
		  United Methodists of Greater New Jersey 
 
3rd Place	 Connie Offutt
		  AC 2019 Mission Offering Open
		  Kentucky Annual Conference

Category E, Branding/Logo Design, Annual Conference/Local Church 
Division 

1st Place	 David Giles and Sybil Davidson
		  At the Table with Bishop Sue Podcast Art
		  North Georgia Conference 
 
2nd Place	 Brittney Reilly and Carolyn Conover
		  Branding: Creative and Strategic Guidebook
		  United Methodists of Greater New Jersey 
  
3rd Place	 Mary Catherine Phillips and Karla Merritt
		  This We Proclaim
		  Alabama-West Florida Conference

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c2lxvXDVLZw&feature=youtu.be
http://northga-email.brtapp.com/files/fileslibrary/communications/at_the_table_podcast.jpg



Class 9 Publicity & Advertising

Best in Class 9:
The Leonard M. Perryman Award of Excellence

GBHEM Office of Marketing and Communications 
GBHEM Leadership Brand, 2019 Launch Overview

General Board of Higher Education and Ministry 

Category A, Campaign/Strategic Planning, Annual Conference/
Local Church Division 

1st Place	 Mary Catherine Phillips and Luke Lucas
		  Hurricane Michael Remembrance - File1, File2
		  Alabama-West Florida Conference
 
2nd Place	 Staff
(Tie)		  2019 IGNITE Youth Conference - File1, File2, File3
		  United Methodists of Greater New Jersey  

Publicity & Advertising

https://www.awfumc.org/newsdetail/hurricane-michael-remembrance-resources-now-available-12931955
https://www.awfumc.org/hurricane-michael-remembrance-clergy-prayers
https://vimeo.com/showcase/5685825
https://www.instagram.com/ignitegnj/
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/us6bfrj9ugyqa00/AAAysZnGBbCFrhuFfIBdTv2ra?dl=0


2nd Place	 Staff
(Tie)		  Winter Thaw  - File1, File2, File3, FIle4
		  Upper New York Conference
 
3rd Place	 Karla Hovde
		  Camp Minnesota Promotional Materials

Category A, Campaign/Strategic Planning, General/Agency Division

1st Place	 GBHEM Office of Marketing and Communications 
		  GBHEM Leadership Brand, 2019 Launch Overview - File1, File2
		  General Board of Higher Education and Ministry
  
2nd Place	 Staff
		  ResourceUMC.org Marketing Campaign
		  United Methodist Communications
 
3rd Place	 Staff
		  Winter Youth Retreats - File1, File2, File3
		  Lake Junaluska Conference & Retreat Center

Category B, Single Piece, Annual Conference/Local Church Division

1st Place	 Karla Hovde and Christa Meland
		  New Places for New People: Multiplication Across the Dakotas-Minnesota Area
		  Minnesota Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church
 
2nd Place	 Mark Doyal
		  How We Share
		  Michigan Conference
 
Category B, Single Piece, General/Agency Division

1st Place	 Jan Snider, Troy Dossett and Poonam Patodia
		  New York Times UMCOR Ad
		  United Methodist Communications
 
2nd Place	 Staff
		  Conferences and Retreats at Lake Junaluska
		  Lake Junaluska Conference & Retreat Center

Publicity & Advertising

https://vimeo.com/319085101
https://vimeo.com/318827413
https://vimeo.com/325932967
https://vimeo.com/317528632/07f269e9bb
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Gv6sJvDF9y8
https://www.gbhem.org
https://www.resourceumc.org/
https://www.lakejunaluska.com/events/youth_young_adults/ski/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sA31X-Sqc0k
https://www.facebook.com/lakejunaluska.youth
https://michiganumc.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/08/MinistrySharesHandbook-LargeFormat.pdf


Category A, Slide Show, Annual Conference/Local Church Division 

1st Place	 Jayna McFarland
		  How To Use Social Media In Your Local Church - File1, FIle2
		  Great Plains  
 
2nd Place	 Ed Chapman and Jasmine Haynes
		  2019 Conference-Wide Day of Mission 
		  Mississippi Annual Conference

M
edia Presentation

Class 10 Media Presentation
Best in Class 10:

Mike DuBose, Gustavo 
Vasquez and Joey Butler

“John Wesley” 
Sails the Amazon
United Methodist 

News Service 

https://www.greatplainsumc.org/files/resources/communications+workshops/how+to+use+social+media+in+your+local+church.pdf
https://vimeo.com/363386367
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=anLQRoGw6qs&feature=youtu.be


Category B, Multimedia, Annual Conference/Local Church Division

1st Place	 Upper New York Communications Team 
		  UNY Annual Conference Coverage - File1, FIle2, File3, File4, File5
		  Upper New York Conference 
 
2nd Place	 Staff
		  Renovate: 2019 Lenten Study - File1, File2, File3, File4, File5
		  Dakotas Conference of The United Methodist Church
 
3rd Place	 Joe Webb, Deborah Coble, Communications Team
		  Seeds of Hope - File1, FIle2, File3, File4, File5
		  West Virginia Annual Conference

Category B, Multimedia, General/Agency Division

1st Place	 Mike DuBose, Gustavo Vasquez and Joey Butler
		  “John Wesley” Sails the Amazon
		  United Methodist News Service 
 
2nd Place	 Matt Carlisle and Steve Horswill-Johnston
		  See All the People: Discipleship Begins with Relationship Teaching Series
		  Discipleship Ministries
 
3rd Place	 Katie Tait, Donnie Reed and Cynthia Howard
		  Email/Video Brand Launch, GBHEM Center for Leadership Development
		  General Board of Higher Education and Ministry

Category C, Display Table, Annual Conference/Local Church Division

1st Place	 Day Davis, Rodney Steele and Amy Ezell
		  Culture of Call Display
		  Arkansas Conference of the United Methodist Church

Category C, Display Table, General/Agency Division

1st Place	 Dawn Scott
		  Connecting Youth and Their Mentors to GBHEM
		  General Board of Higher Education and Ministry 
 
2nd Place	 Staff
		  Wesley Bros Display Booth
		  United Methodist Communications

M
edia Presentation

https://vimeo.com/340712260
https://vimeo.com/340971379
https://vimeo.com/341031549
https://vimeo.com/341606064
https://vimeo.com/333791782
https://www.dakotasumc.org/news/2019-lenten-study-renovate-building-a-life-with-god
https://www.dakotasumc.org/news/lent-study-week-one-never-too-late-for-renovation-rev-kevin-kloster
https://www.dakotasumc.org/news/lent-study-week-two-crying-and-building-rev-rebecca-trefz
https://www.dakotasumc.org/news/lenten-study-week-six-the-big-reveal-rev-kermit-culver
https://www.dakotasumc.org/news/for-my-sake-bishop-oughs-ash-wednesday-message
https://www.wvumc.org/who-we-are/communications/seeds-of-hope-in-a-time-of-waiting-advent-2018-resources/
https://www.wvumc.org/seeds-of-hope-to-make-christ-known/
https://www.wvumc.org/2019/01/free-lenten-study-for-wvumc-churches-coming-in-february/
https://www.wvumc.org/2019/02/seeds-of-hope-where-faithfulness-grows/
https://www.wvumc.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Seeds-of-Hope-Flat-Jesus-FINAL.pdf
https://spark.adobe.com/page/i8T127W5y1UGF
https://discipleship-ministries.teachable.com/p/satp-teaching-series
https://t.e2ma.net/webview/f7j3db/fef72d81161068e797f906f5c01e18f0


2020 UMAC Special Award

Communicator of the Year



Todd Rossnagel is a communicator who has known how to tell a 
story since childhood. 

Todd got his break when his family purchased their first VHS cam-
corder. He would film Christmas morning festivities and mail the 
tapes to his grandmother in Chicago. From that experience, he de-
veloped an interest (some may call an obsession) in television, es-
pecially sports reporting. He had a career as a sports producer and 
reporter, news anchor, and feature reporter that lasted 15 years. He 
moved on to work for the State of Louisiana in a program that recruit-
ed companies to the state. He produced educational, instructional 
content to help these companies prepare their workers. 

Now, as a licensed local pastor in Louisiana, Todd continues to follow one of his primary pas-
sions—to educate people about the love of Christ. He is heavily involved in Kairos prison 
ministry at Angola. He would say he has learned more about Christ’s love in that capacity than 
in any other experience he has had. 

As you can see, learning and education of others is a common thread throughout Todd’s life. 
He has a degree in secondary speech education. If you have ever asked him a question that 
starts with, “How do you...,” you know you have received a patient, enthusiastic, and thorough 
answer. In the classroom of life, Todd is the kid whose hand always shoots up high to ask ALL 
the questions and debate all the answers. And we are all better for it.

Communicator of the Year 
UMAC’s 2020 Recipient

Todd Rossnagel
Director of Communications

Louisiana Conference of The United Methodist Church

About the UMAC Communicator of the Year:
The Communicator of the Year is selected based on these criteria: active professional, 
currently serving in a communications role (at least three years of communication-re-
lated employment within the denomination); UMAC member (nominations are made by 
UMAC members for UMAC members); recent striking achievements in communication 
(i.e., previous/current year); broad impact of the contribution; and vision-thinking beyond 
the present/immediate demands of the job, breaking new ground.  
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